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Earlier this year we were saddened to learn that Ailsa McKenzie had passed away.   

 Ailsa  began volunteering at the Waimate  Archives in 2014.    She started off compiling and indexing 
scrapbooks but quickly moved on to  assisting with the photographic  collection and adding or updating 
items in our collection management database.   In particular, her local knowledge, Scottish  heritage 
and love of the bagpipes were great attributes to assist with archiving the  Waimate High Pipe Band 
collection. When Ailsa was away on holiday ,she still found time to volunteer remotely.  Pakawau in 
Golden Bay was a regular ‘work from (mobile) home’ location.  While the Archive collection is more 

accessible thanks to her knowledge and skills, it is her stories, humour and generosity that 
we will miss the most 

Ailsa McKenzie  volunteering in the  

Waimate Archives 

Remembering Ailsa 

As I sit in my office I reflect on everything happening behind the scenes. The office window looks out  

onto nicely mown lawns , courtesy of the Council team, a beautiful garden ,still in flower ,kindly tended 

by the Green Fingers Garden Group and the paths now clear of Lichen — water blasted by one of our 

volunteers.  We really are a very community minded Museum. 

So much has been happening behind closed doors at the Museum.  Over the Christmas period we had  

an unfortunate incident in which a fungi grew on a window frame and dropped its spores everywhere.  

This resulted in months of cleaning  by the great team  from Jaes who came in and ensured everything   

was safe for the public to return.  I’m very  happy to say our doors are back open and I am back in the 

office after quite some time of working from home.  We've still got a lot of tidying to do but rest assured 

our  collections are safe and staff and volunteers have been soldiering on behind the scenes.  Even more 

collection items have been put into our Past Perfect cataloguing system and things are slowly getting 

back to normal.  The painting of  Douglas School has been  continuing  as volunteer time and weather 

allows and it is starting to look  rather lovely again. 

  And the Chair O Plane is almost ready to run. See later in this newsletter…. 



Email   —  admin@waimatemuseumandarchives.org.nz 

Phone   —    689 7832 

Open    Hours  —   Tuesday till Friday — 10am until 3:30pm 

Chair O Plane 

Left:  The  Chair O Plane in 

its glory days as part of 

the Waimate Carnival. 

I’m sure there are many 

stories  that it could tell. 

Do you have any stories or 

photos of the Carnival that 

you could share with us? 

Left: Recently restored by 

Alan Williams. 

All set up and ready for the 

Amusement ride certification. 

Many hours have been spent 

restoring  the ride back to its 

former glory. Come August, it 

will be certified and ready to 

ride again……. 

Souvenir Beer Tankard 

This Tankard is truly unique. The brass it has 

been made from was salvaged from the battle-

fields of North Africa. Engraved with details 

from some of the battles of the second World 

War. The Tankard stands 12cm high and has 

many drawings from the Maadi Camp of Egypt  

to the German surrender on May 1st 1945. A 

treasure to have in the collection. 

From the collection 

Object number 85-034 



Waimate Advertiser 1905-1906 and 1920-1929 now available online via Papers Past. 

These papers can be found online and are keyword searchable via : 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/waimate-daily-advertiser 

That’s an additional 25,000 pages added to the Waimate Advertiser newspapers all   available online! 

This achievement is the result of a collaborative partnership with the National Library of New Zealand, 
Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa with 50% funding provided by them and the remaining 50% from the 
Lottery Grants Board, Te Tahua Taiao Ngā Taonga.  

This allows for better access to information about Waimate’s history and the digital preservation of that 
history. 

Online access to newspapers and keyword searching means more searchable content and this means a 

better understanding of who we are and where we come from.  Also, it provides digital preservation of 

Waimate’s history. 

Waimate Advertiser 100 years of Publishing.          Vol 1 to 8     $25 per volume 

The Museum has copies of the Advertiser in bound volumes for sale. 

Please contact the Museum office if you which to purchase your own copy of  

Waimate History 

 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/waimate-daily-advertiser


Waimate Historical Society AGM 

Friday  22nd July  

6:30PM in the Courthouse 

Chairperson’s Report 2022 

The WHS Strategic plan benefits our community. 
 
Some years ago the WHS consulted our community to create a strategic plan 
that would be sustainable and beneficial to the wider community.  One of the 
action plans included was to encourage working relationships with other  
heritage groups.   
Some months ago the Waimate Family History Hub, (WFHH), previously 
known as The Waimate Branch of NZSG approached the WHS to discuss the 
process of their group becoming a part of the Historical Society.  
 
The aim is not to take away any major controls but is to allow the WFHH to 
benefit from the governance that is already in place for the Archives and    
Museum. This should also benefit both groups as they may choose to work on 
projects together.  Isobel and Ian Dempsey obviously understood that the    
relationship between the WHS and WFHH was always going to be close 
when they gifted the Dempsey Complex to the Museum with provision made 
for the genealogy group to function with reasonable freedoms and at little   
expense.  
 
We are looking forward to a positive outcome from these meetings.  
 
Glenda Begg (Chairperson) 

Bookarama 2022 

Yes it is getting to that time of year again.  The Bookarama team are in full swing sorting 

and storing books.  If you have any that you would like to drop off—Please call the 

office on 03 689 7832 to organise for the shed to be opened. We are also accepting 

good tidy white elephant items.  Please no clothing . 

We no longer accept Cassette tapes or videos. 

Are you keen to help with a working bee once or twice a year? If so call or email the 

office and put your name down. We welcome new faces. And the food is great. 


